
CSIRO’s part in boosting the 
growth of the biotech sector

Dr Megan Clark

Chief Executive, CSIRO

October 2009



CSIRO.  Our part in boosting the growth of the biotech sector

Increasing poverty is a legacy of the GFC
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Bovine Genome ProjecthairpinRNAi

Extended wear 

contact lenses

World’s first effective 

influenza drug – Relenza™

Examples of industry and community impact
Global firsts in innovation based on CSIRO’s science
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Therapeutics
– now part of Cephalon

Anti-infective
drugs

ElastEon-based 
implants

Molecular
diagnostics

Devices based on 
biodegradable polymers
– acquired by Metabolic

“Avibodies” as 
biopharmaceuticals 

and diagnostics 

Examples of major biotech companies 
based on CSIRO technology



CSIRO.  Our part in boosting the growth of the biotech sector

Providing capability and infrastructure



CSIRO.  Our part in boosting the growth of the biotech sector

NCRIS Recombinant Protein Production Facility 

- will be the biggest facility in Australia

George and Tim to provide new image

Services

 production, optimisation

and process development

 recombinant proteins for

various purposes:

- in-vitro and animal trials 

- biotransformation

- soil remediation, etc.

Fermentation 

capacity

 up to 500L reactors

 single use and 

traditional systems

 g to kg quantities
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Platform development - polymers
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Platform development – stem cells
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Maintaining function in an aging population
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* Productivity  Commission  2005,  Economic  Implications of  an  Ageing  Australia, Melbourne,  April

Included in the paper of PMSEIC “Promoting Healthy Ageing in Australia” 2003

Maintaining functional capacity over the lifecourse

Disability Threshold

Range of function

in individuals

Environmental

changes can lower

disability threshold

Early 

Growth and

development

Mid-life

Maintaining highest

possible level of

function

Older 

Preventing disability

and maintaining

independence

Rehabilitation and ensuring quality of life

Source: WHO, 2002

Functional

Capacity

Age
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Imaging of Alzheimer’s affected brain

A healthy brain An Alzheimer’s affected brain
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Sharing data

National Linkage Map

National databases

Jurisdictional data 

linkage units

Local data

linkage units

Local databases

CDL secure

linkage facility

TAS
NSW
ACT

QLD WA
SA
NT

VIC
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Conclusion



Contact Us

Phone: 1300 363 400 or +61 3 9545 2176

Email: enquiries@csiro.au  Web: www.csiro.au

Thank you

Dr Megan Clark

Chief Executive


